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Abstract: 

  Lime mortars have been sampled from ancient monuments of Milan. Some of their physical and 

chemical characteristics have been determined. Particularly interesting are lime mortars containing crushed 

and powdered bricks call “cocciopesto” mortars. Microscopic observation of the interface between brick 

fragments and binder have shown the existence of a “bond layer.” Similar “bond layers” have been noted 

in brickwork joints at the interface between bricks and lime mortars. The presence of the layer seems to 

insure better bond strength to the joint.  
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