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Abstract: 

 Compressive strength testing is one of the most commonly performed tests on masonry. Surface 

roughness and irregularities on masonry units, however, often results in compressive strength results that 

are lower than the true material property. The research described in this paper attempted to determine the 

effectiveness of various capping techniques for facing brick and explored the possibility of an unbonded 

capping system. Conclusions were that an unbonded capping system is not appropriate and that high-

strength gypsum is the best capping material.  
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