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Abstract:

As part of a long term investigation into creep of brickwork and blockwork the authors have
instrumented two single-wythe walls with acoustic gauges on the bricks and across the mortar joints in a
vertical and horizontal direction. The walls were loaded axially for a period of 400 days and the
development of creep strains within the bricks and mortar joints monitored. In order to account for the
moisture and temperature movements of the brickwork of a free-standing wall was instrumented as well.
This paper describes the experimental procedure and results :- Poisson’s ratio for the brickwork wall in
creep was found to be 0.197 at 400 days; Poisson’s ratio for the bricks on the wall was 0.087 at 400 days
and the total creep deformation in the wall, after 400 days, due to the bricks was found to be three times
that due to the bed-joints.
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