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Abstract: 

 The theory used for the design of slender beams has a limited applicability to deep beams, resulting 
in designs that are generally not conservative. Shear warping of the cross section and a combination of 
diagonal and flexural tension stresses in the body of a deep beam require that deep beam theory be used for 
the design of such members. The Masonry Standards Joint Committee (MSJC) has recently proposed a 
definition of deep beams as well as design provisions and requirements, which were approved by 
appropriate committees and by the public. The provisions have been incorporated in the 2011 Building 
Code Requirements and Specification for Masonry Structures. This article describes in detail the MSJC 
new deep beam requirements. 
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